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junction of Namyao. In 1940, Burma's railway mileage was
2,060, against 1,814 for French Indo-China, and 2,136 for
Siam.
The main line of the railway, like the main motor road,
followed the Sittang Valley from Rangoon through Pegu,
Toungoo, and Pyinmana to Mandalay. It was 386 miles in
length, against 440 miles for the highway. Before the war
it was double-tracked from Rangoon to a point north of Toun-
goo, or approximately half the total distance.
The other main line runs from Rangoon to Prome, a dis-
tance of 161 miles by rail, against 178 by road. Prome is on
the east bank of the Irrawaddy, and passengers and mail for
the oil fields normally went to Prome by rail and completed the
journey by Irrawaddy Flotilla Company steamer. Insein,
Tharrawaddy, and Letpadan are the principal towns on this
line, which traverses generally well-cultivated country.
From Pegu, 47 miles north of Rangoon, an important
branch runs to Martaban with a ferry across the river to Moul-
niein. Until recently this was the only feasible land route
between Rangoon and Moulmein, there having been no road
connection. A branch runs from Moulmein south about 100
miles to Ye, and the 267-mile Thanbyuzayat-Ban Pong (Siam)
line takes off from this branch.
Another important branch leaves Letpadan, on the Ran-
goon-Prome line, and with a ferry at Henzada, connects with
Bassein, in the western Irrawaddy Delta. A branch line runs
up the west side of the Irrawaddy from Henzada to Kyangin.
Farther north on the main line, a branch from Pyinmana
reaches Taungdwiiigyi and Kyaukpadaung, a few miles east of
the oil fields. Another branch runs from Thazi, 306 miles from
Rangoon, to Sliwenyaung, in the Southern Shan States, 12
miles west of Taunggyi, capital of the Federated Shan States.
Still another line branches northwest from Thazi to reach
Myingyan on the Irrawaddy River, just above its confluence
with the Chindwin. The Myingyan-Paleik Cord connects My-
ingyan more directly with Mandalay. The Lashio Branch,
noted above, runs from Mandalay across hilly country to